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ABSTRACT 
Gasification is the process of obtaining syngas containing combustible 

gases such as H2, CO and small amounts of CH4 from biomass by 

performing partial combustion with a limited oxygen supply or with the 

help of suitable oxidants such as CO2 and water vapor. The efficiency of 

the gasification process is the most important parameter that determines 

the success of the system. In this study, the performance of the system in 

the gasification of palm pruning residues was evaluated by energy and 

exergy analysis methods. The gasification process was carried out at 7.6 

Nm3/h and 10.2 Nm3/h air flow rates in the laboratory type fixed bed 

downdraft gasification unit manufactured in the Biosystems Engineering 

Department. The lower heating value of the syngas obtained as a result 

of gasification was found to be 4.09 MJ/Nm3 at 7.6 Nm3/h air flow rate 

and 3.76 MJ/Nm3 at 10.2 Nm3/h air flow rate. It has been observed that 

the lower heating value of the syngas is lower at high air flow rate. 

Energy efficiencies of the gasification system at 7.6 and 10.2 Nm3/h air 

flow rate were calculated as 47.6% and 52.8%, and exergy efficiencies 

were calculated as 43.7% and 48.1%, respectively. Exergy efficiencies 

were found to be lower than energy efficiencies in both air flow rates. 

However, as the air flow rate increased, the energy and exergy 

efficiencies also increased. The results obtained are similar to the results 

of previous studies on gasification of biomass. 

 

Keywords: Biomass, Syngas, Heating value, Irreversibility, Partial combustion, LHV 

 

 

1. Introduction 
 

Biofuels which are obtained from biomass have considerable potential as a clean and renewable energy source, which can be 

converted into secondary energies such as, generate electricity, heat and power. However, the most important challenge in 

biomass-based energy conversion systems is to develop efficient conversion technologies (Ptasinski et al. 2007). Energy 

conversion technologies of biomass are gathered under basic topics such as thermochemical, biochemical and extraction. Main 

thermochemical conversion methods are direct combustion, gasification and pyrolysis. The gasification process is also one of 

the thermochemical conversion methods of biomass, and the syngas which contains such as H2, CO, CH4, and CO2 gases 

obtained as a result of the process can be used to obtain electrical energy, heat energy, and enriched hydrogen to fuel cells 

(Hao et al. 2003). In gasification process, air is generally used as gasification agent due to its low cost. When the air is used in 

the gasification process of the biomass, the low heating value (LHV) of obtained syngas is about 4-7 MJNm-3 depending on 

the raw material. 12-28 MJNm-3 of LHV can be obtained with using pure O2, but the cost of syngas production increases due 

to cost of O2 production (Laurence & Ashenafi 2012; Manatura et al. 2017).  

 

Energy and exergy analysis are conducted to estimate the efficiency of the system in all energy conversion systems. 

Efficiency estimation, known as energy efficiency based on the first law of thermodynamics, is the standard measure of an 

energy producing system. Exergy is the maximum amount of work a system can do reversibly until it becomes dead state under 

ideal conditions (Thermodynamic equilibrium). Efficiency evaluation with exergy analysis is more meaningful than energy 

analysis since it is a measure of the approach to ideal conditions (Zhang et al. 2013). This thermodynamic analysis technique 

estimates the efficiency of the process and determines its energy quality and availability. Exergy analysis, on the other hand, is 

used to discover new ways to increase energy efficiency. This estimate is made in terms of the second law of thermodynamics 

and irreversibility. In recent years, exergy analysis has been used to evaluate the performance analysis of different systems and 

to improve their efficiency (Cohce et al. 2011; Saidur et al. 2012). Many exergy and energy researches have been conducted on 

biomass gasification. 

 

Exergy and energy analyzes have been made in the gasification of municipal wastes in fluidized bed gasifier. It is stated 

that the maximum energy and exergy efficiency is achieved at 0.4 of ER and 650 °C temperature (Tang et al. 2016). Pre-drying 

the biomass in the gasification process increases energy and exergy efficiency (Karamarkovic & Karamarkovic 2010). In the 
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gasification process performed with high temperature steam, energy and exergy analyzes were carried out at different 

steam/biomass (S/B) ratios. It was stated that as the S/B ratio increases, exergy and chemical energy efficiency are negatively 

affected, while high preheating process positively affects the efficiency (Wu et al. 2014). Coconut shell, coir pith, bamboo and 

eucalyptus are gasified with steam. The highest exergy efficiency was achieved in the gasification process of coir pith with 

79.2%. The exergy efficiencies of coconut shell, bamboo and eucalyptus were 77.5%, 74.4% and 68.3%, respectively (Sreejith 

et al. 2013). In the research conducted to compare exergy analysis in the gasification process of different biofuels, materials of 

different vegetable origin, vegetable oils and fertilizer were used. It is stated that exergy efficiency of solid biomass is lower 

than coal in the gasification process, and exergy efficiency increases when using obtained syngas in the drying process of the 

feedstock (Ptasinski et al. 2007). The type of biomass, the moisture content and the temperature of the gasification agent 

significantly affect exergy efficiency, the composition and heating value of the syngas. The performance of the gasification 

process improves as the moisture content of the biomass decreases and the temperature of the gasification agent increases. 

Exergy efficiency and working temperature are also significantly affected by the moisture content of the biomass. These values 

decrease as the humidity increases. Therefore, before the gasification process, the biomass containing excess moisture must be 

dried and brought to an acceptable humidity level (Wang et al. 2013). Because of its rich hydrogen production, the gasification 

process with steam generally has higher exergy efficiency than partial oxidation (Zhang et al. 2012). As the gasification 

temperature increases, the exergy efficiency increases, while the increase in the particle size of the material decreases the 

exergy efficiency. The steam/biomass ratio and flow rate initially increase exergy efficiency but later decrease it (Zhang et al. 

2019). Chern et al. (1989) gasified wood chips at different air temperatures (25 °C, 293 °C and 348 °C) in their study. 

Researchers stated that as the air temperature increases, the exergy efficiency increases. Exergy efficiency of wood chips 

gasification at the highest air temperature was 65%. Moisture is an important problem in the gasification of sugar beet bagasse. 

In order to realize the gasification process, the moisture content in the bagasse must be below 30%. In addition, the preheating 

process increases exergy efficiency (Pellegrini & de Oliveira 2007). Hosseini et al. (2012) also stated that exergy efficiency in 

the gasification process of sawdust is significantly affected by the moisture content of the biomass. 

 

It is stated that there are approximately 700 000 palm trees in cities located in the Mediterranean region of Turkey (Hazir & 

Buyukozturk 2013). In a study conducted to determine the physical and thermal properties of palm pruning residues in the 

province of Antalya, located in the Mediterranean region, it was stated that an average of 50 kg of pruning residue per year was 

obtained from a palm tree (Yilmaz et al. 2021). As it can be understood from these studies, 35 000 tons of palm pruning 

residue is generated every year in the Mediterranean region. The energy value of these residues is around 582 400 GJ/year. As 

can be seen, although palm pruning residues have a significant energy potential in the region, there is not enough research on 

their conversion to energy. In this research, it is aimed to determine the possibilities of evaluating this energy potential by 

gasification method. For this purpose, the pellets obtained from palm pruning residues were gasified in a micro-scale 

gasification unit at two different air feeding rates, and energy and exergy analyzes were carried out.  

 

2. Material and Methods 
 

2.1. The gasifier system 

 

Experimental set up of the gasifier system includes gasifier reactor, cyclone, gas cooling unit, and vacuum pump and flare unit 

(Figure 1). Flare is a syngas burning unit. In addition, there are measurement and control components, gas chromatography 

device and its components in the system. The gasifier reactor is fixed-bed and downdraft type and has 170 mm in diameter, 

750 mm in height and is made of high temperature resistant 5 mm thick stainless steel. Temperature sensors are installed in the 

reactor inlet and outlet. In addition, there are K-type thermocouples at 5 different points in the reactor. Air and syngas flow 

rates were measured by orifice flow meters. Experimental data was collected and monitored by PLC control system. The 

vacuum pump is located in the gas outlet line and also provides the suction of syngas. The pump operates with three-phase 

current and has a rated power of 0.37 KW and a maximum flow rate of 30 m3/h. During the gasification process, the 

temperature of core region in the gasifier was kept about at 800 °C. 
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Figure 1- The gasification system units 

 

2.2. Feedstock 

 

In this research, pruning residues of palm trees were used in the gasification process. The pruning residue pellets were supplied 

from a company that produces pellets in Antalya.   

 

Some physical properties and ultimate analysis results of pellets have been given in Table 1.  

 
Table 1- Some physical properties and ultimate analysis results of palm residue pellets 

 

Physical properties Values 

Moisture (% db.)  5.95 

Average pellet diameter  (mm) 6 

Average pellet length (mm) 35 

pellet density (kg/m3) 1000 

Ultimate analysis results  

Ash Content (%) 6.30 

Volatile substance content on the original basis (%) 69.33 

Volatile matter content on a dry basis (%) 73.12 

Fixed carbon content (%) 20.58 

Carbon (%) 44.15 

Hydrogen (%) 5.63 

Nitrogen (%) 1,02 

Oxygen (%) 42.09 

 

The lower heating value of biomass was calculated by the following equation (Rupesh et al. 2020); 

 

𝐿𝐻𝑉𝐵𝑖𝑜𝑚𝑎𝑠𝑠 = 0.0041868(1 + 0.15[𝑂] (7837.667[𝐶] + 33888.889[𝐻] −
[𝑂]

8
)                                                                          (1) 

 

Where; O, H, and C are the weight percentage of oxygen, hydrogen, and carbon elements in the biomass obtained from 

ultimate analysis.  

 

2.3. Syngas and Air flow rate measurements 

 

The electric motor operating the vacuum pump during gasification was operated at two different frequencies (25 Hz and 35 

Hz). Syngas flow measurement with orifice type flow meter placed in the gas line before the gas sample outlet point was 

carried out in accordance with EN ISO 5167-2 standard. 

 

After the syngas flow rate measurement, the air flow rate has been determined by the equation below (Dalmis et al. 2018); 

 

𝐴𝐹𝑅 =
𝐺𝐹𝑅∗𝑁𝑠𝑦𝑛𝑔𝑎𝑠

𝑁𝑎𝑖𝑟
                                                                                                                                                                               (2) 
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2.3. Syngas analysis 

 

The syngas sample with the help of a pipe from the main gas output line were taken and analyzed with Agilant 7890A GC 

model gas chromatography device. The device gives percentages by volume of gas components (H2, CO, CH4, CO2 and N2) 

contained in the syngas. 

 

2.4. Energy and exergy analysis 

 

The mass and energy flows used in the energy and exergy calculations in the gasification process are shown schematically in 

Figure 2.  

 

                                
Figure 2- Schematic view of mass and energy flows in the gasification process 

 

2.4.1. Energy analysis 

 

Kinetic (�̇�𝑘𝑖) and potential (�̇�𝑝𝑜) energy flows of syngas can be neglected. Thus, total energy flow can be shown as below 

(Manatura et al. 2017); 

 

�̇�𝑠𝑦𝑛𝑔𝑎𝑠 = �̇�𝑝ℎ + �̇�𝑐ℎ                                                                                                                                                                           (3) 

 

The physical (sensitive) energy of syngas is calculated as below; 

 

�̇�𝑝ℎ = �̇�𝑠𝑦𝑛𝑔𝑎𝑠  ℎ = �̇�𝑠𝑦𝑛𝑔𝑎𝑠 ∫ 𝐶𝑝𝑑𝑇
𝑇

𝑇0
                                                                                                                                             (4)   

 

The chemical energy flow of syngas is calculated as below; 

 

�̇�𝑐ℎ,𝑠𝑦𝑛𝑔𝑎𝑠 = �̇�𝑠𝑦𝑛𝑔𝑎𝑠 𝐿𝐻𝑉𝑠𝑦𝑛𝑔𝑎𝑠                                                                                                                                                           (5)    

 

The chemical energy flow of biomass, tar and syngas can be calculated by equations given below; 

 

�̇�𝑐ℎ,𝑏𝑖𝑜𝑚𝑎𝑠𝑠 = �̇�𝑏𝑖𝑜𝑚𝑎𝑠𝑠  𝐿𝐻𝑉𝑏𝑖𝑜𝑚𝑎𝑠𝑠                                                                                                                                                    (6) 

 

�̇�𝑐ℎ,𝑡𝑎𝑟 = �̇�𝑡𝑎𝑟 𝐿𝐻𝑉𝑡𝑎𝑟                                                                                                                                                                            (7) 

  

The LHV of syngas is calculated by equations given below (Wang et al. 2013); 

 

𝐿𝐻𝑉𝑠𝑦𝑛𝑔𝑎𝑠 = 12.622𝑥𝐶𝑂 + 35.814𝑥𝐶𝐻4
+ 10.788𝑥𝐻2

                                                                                                                  (8) 

 

The energy efficiency of the gasification can be calculated by the following equation; 

 


𝐸𝑛

=
�̇�𝑠𝑦𝑛𝑔𝑎𝑠

�̇�𝑏𝑖𝑜𝑚𝑎𝑠𝑠+�̇�𝑒𝑙𝑒𝑐𝑡𝑟𝑖𝑐𝑖𝑡𝑦
                                                                                                                                                                   (9) 

 

2.4.2. Exergy analysis 

 

Exergy analyzes of the gasification of palm pruning pellets were performed by the method applied by Tang et al. (2016), Wang 

et al. (2013) and Zhang et al. (2010).  

 

Only chemical exergy was considered for biomass. The exergy of biomass can be defined as; 
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�̇�𝑥𝑏𝑖𝑜𝑚𝑎𝑠𝑠 =  �̇�𝑏𝑖𝑜𝑚𝑎𝑠𝑠  𝐿𝐻𝑉𝑏𝑖𝑜𝑚𝑎𝑠𝑠                                                                                                                                                      
 

Chemical exergy (�̇�𝑥𝑐ℎ) and physical exergy (�̇�𝑥𝑝ℎ) are the sum of exergy (�̇�𝑥) of syngas; 

 

�̇�𝑥𝑠𝑦𝑛𝑔𝑎𝑠 = �̇�𝑥𝑐ℎ + �̇�𝑥𝑝ℎ                                                                                                                                                             (11) 

   

The chemical exergy of syngas can be determined by the composition analysis of syngas and the flow rate. Its value is 

obtained from the following equation; 

 

�̇�𝑥𝑐ℎ = �̇�𝑠𝑦𝑛𝑔𝑎𝑠(∑ (𝑦 𝑒𝑥𝑐ℎ)𝑖𝑖 + 𝑅𝑇0 ∑ (𝑦 ln 𝑦)𝑖𝑖 )                                                                                                                  (12) 

 

The standard chemical exergy of gases (𝑒𝑥𝑐ℎ) can be obtained from any thermodynamics book. �̇�𝑠𝑦𝑛𝑔𝑎𝑠 is the syngas 

output rate from the gasifier. 

 

The physical exergy of syngas is determined as: 

 

�̇�𝑥𝑝ℎ = �̇�𝑠𝑦𝑛𝑔𝑎𝑠  ∑ (𝑦 𝑒𝑥𝑝ℎ)
𝑖𝑖                                                                                                                                                     (13) 

 

For each gas components, the specific physical exergy in kJkmol-1 is defined as: 

 

𝑒𝑥𝑝ℎ = (ℎ − ℎ0) − 𝑇𝑜(𝑠 − 𝑠0)                                                                                                                                                   (14) 

 

The exergy efficiency of the gasification system can be calculated by the following equation; 

 


𝐸𝑥

=
�̇�𝑥𝑠𝑦𝑛𝑔𝑎𝑠

�̇�𝑥𝑏𝑖𝑜𝑚𝑎𝑠𝑠+�̇�𝑥𝑒𝑙𝑒𝑐𝑡𝑟𝑖𝑐𝑖𝑡𝑦
                                                                                                                                                        (15) 

 

The irreversibility of the gasification system is calculated as below; 

 

𝐼𝑟 = �̇�𝑥𝑖𝑛𝑝𝑢𝑡 − �̇�𝑥𝑜𝑢𝑡𝑝𝑢𝑡                                                                                                                                                               (16) 

 

3. Results and Discussion 
 

The lower heating value (LHV) of pellets was calculated as 16640 kJ/kg by Equation 1. The air mass flow rate (AFR), syngas 

flow rate (GFR) and fuel consumption rate (FCR) obtained as a result of the gasification process performed by operating the 

electric motor connected to the vacuum pump at 25 Hz  and 35 Hz   frequencies are given in Table 2. These values express the 

performance of the gasification process. The specific gas production rates (SGPR) which are also given in Table 2 were 

calculated by using GFR and FCR values. Gunarathne et al. (2013) gasified the wood particles of rubber trees in a downstream 

gasifier and found the specific gas production rate between 2.84 Nm3/kg-biomass and 2.91 Nm3/kg-biomass. The specific gas 

production rate in the gasification of the grass pellet was found between 1.57 Nm3/kg-biomass and 1.96 Nm3/kg-biomass 

(Diken & Kayişoǧlu, 2020). Specific gas production rates provided in the gasification of palm pruning wastes in this study 

were seen to be closer to the values obtained in the gasification of rubber tree wood particles. In the gasification process at both 

stages, the temperature of the core region varied between 700 °C and 800 °C.  

 
Table 2- Performance parameters of palm pruning residues gasification 

 

AFR (Nm3/h) GFR (Nm3/h) FCR (kg/h) SGPR (Nm3/kg biomass) 

7.6 9.57 3.89 2.46 

10.2 12.08 4.27 2.83 

 

Gas components of syngas and heat values are given in Table 3. Therefore, the lower heating value of syngas at 7.6 Nm3/h 

air flow rate were higher than 10.2 Nm3/h air flow rate. The higher CH4
 rate in the syngas at this air flow rate was the most 

important factor that increased the lower heating value. Samadi et al. (2020) carried out a research in order to estimate the 

energy to be obtained in the gasification of biomass. Researchers stated that the specific heat values are high at small air flow 

rates, and the specific heat values decreases as the air flow rate increases. 

 
Table 3-Rate of gas components and heat values of syngas 

 

AFR(Nm3/h) 
Gas components in syngas(% ) Heating value(MJ/Nm3) 

H2 CO CH4 CO2 N2 LHV HHV 

7.6 13.79 13.21 2.62 15.49 54.88 4.09 4.47 

10.2 12.77 13.29 1.97 12.95 59.03 3.76 4.08 
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Dalmis et al. (2018) found the lower heat value of the syngas between 3.61 MJ/Nm3 and 4.59 MJ/Nm3 in the study where 

they gasified rice straw pellets. (Diken & Kayişoǧlu, 2020) stated that the lower heat value of syngas obtained from 

gasification of grass pellets changes between 3.83 MJ/Nm3 and 3.92 MJ/Nm3. The lower heat value in the gasification of wood 

sawdust pellet was around 5.7 MJ/Nm3 (Simone et al. 2012). Pellegrini and Oliveira (2007) found the lower heat value 

between 4.7 MJ/Nm3 and 5.1 MJ/Nm3 in the gasification of sugar cane with steam + air. Rao et al. (2004) determined the upper 

thermal values of the synthesis gases obtained by gasification of different biomass. Researchers found that these values are 5.6 

MJ/Nm3 in urban waste, 5.0 MJ/Nm3 in wood sawdust, 4.82 MJ/Nm3 in soybean pellets, 4.95 MJ/Nm3 in corn cobs, 4.76 

MJ/Nm3 in pea stems and 4.80 MJ/Nm3 in peanut shells. In this study, where the palm pruning wastes were gasified, heat 

values of obtained syngas were seen to be close to the values obtained in the gasification processes previously made using 

different biomass. 

 

Energy and exergy balances at 7.6 Nm3/h and 10.2 Nm3/h air flow rate are given in Table 4 and 5. Energy and exergy 

efficiencies at 7.6 Nm3/h were 50.1% and 43.2%, respectively. These values were 52.6% and 45.1% at 10.2 Nm3/h. Energy 

efficiencies were higher than exergy efficiencies at both air flow rates. In addition, irreversibility value was higher than lost 

energy at both stages. In many previous studies, it is seen that the energy efficiency in the gasification of biomass is higher 

than the exergy efficiency (Cohce et al. 2011; Wu et al. 2014). 

 
Table 4- Energy and exergy balances at 7.6 Nm3/h air flow rate 

 

Energy input (kW) Exergy input (kW) 

Biomass 17.98 Biomass 20.46 

Electricity 0.37 Electricity 0.37 

TOTAL 18.35 TOTAL 20.83 

Energy output 
 

Exergy output 
 

Chemical energy 8.56 Chemical exergy 8.49 

Physical energy 0.12 Physical exergy 0.0021 

Tar 0.51 Tar 0.51 

Lost energy 9.16 Irreversibility 11.83 

Energy efficiency (%) 50.1 Exergy efficiency (%) 43.2 

 
Table 5- Energy and exergy balances at 10.2 Nm3/h air flow rate 

 

Energy input (kW) Exergy input (kW) 

Biomass 19.73 Biomass 22.46 

Electricity 0.37 Electricity 0.37 

TOTAL 20.10 TOTAL 22.83 

Energy output 

 
Exergy output 

 Chemical energy 9.92 Chemical exergy 9.78 

Physical energy 0.15 Physical exergy 0.0026 

Tar 0.51 Tar 0.51 

Lost energy 9.52 Irreversibility 12.53 

Energy efficiency (%) 52.6 Exergy efficiency (%) 45.1 

 

Beno et al. (2020) stated that the maximum thermal efficiency and exergy at the gasification of paddy husks are obtained at 

ER = 0.20 and decreases rapidly above this value. Researchers reported that thermal efficiency is 78% and exergy value is 

around 70%. In a study where poplar sawdust was gasified, it was stated that the average exergy efficiency was 48% and this 

value was close to coal gasification (Iribarren et al. 2014). Coconut shell and charcoal were gasified by mixing in certain 

proportions. When the coconut shell was gasified alone, the exergy efficiency was around 36%. Exergy efficiency in the 

mixture of 70% coconut shell and 30% charcoal exceeded 50% (Monir et al. 2018). Gu et al. (2019) used air, oxygen-enriched 

air and pure oxygen as gasifying agents to gasify the paddy stalk. The researchers found exergy yields in gasification as 55%, 

58% and 63% respectively. Zhang et al. (2018) conducted exergy analyzes in conventional and partial gasification of biomass 

and found it to be 65.6% and 68.0%, respectively. The highest thermal energy and exergy efficiencies in the gasification 

processes performed with preheated air and steam at different temperatures were found as 81.5% and 76.2%, respectively, at 

the 1.83 steam/biomass ratio (Wu et al.2014). The maximum gasification exergy efficiency of pine with 10% moisture content 

is 73.73%, which is 1.45% and 2.67% higher than that of pine with 20% and 30% moisture content. The maximum gasification 

exergy efficiency of sawdust with 10% moisture content is 65.12% which is 1.14% and 1.96% higher than that of sawdust with 

20% and 30% moisture (Wang et al. 2013). As can be seen, the energy and exergy efficiency in the gasification of biomass can 

be in a very different range depending on the composition of the biomass, its moisture content and the properties of the 

gasification agent. It is possible to say that the energy and exergy efficiency values obtained in this study are within acceptable 

limits. 
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4. Conclusions 
 

In this study, palm pruning residues were gasified at two different air flow rates and the energy and exergy efficiencies of the 

gasification process were investigated. Energy efficiency was higher than exergy efficiency at both air flow rates. It was 

observed that the gas has a higher thermal value at a lower air flow rate. Despite the differences in the structure of the biomass, 

the thermal value, energy and exergy efficiency values obtained in this research have remained within the limits of the results 

obtained in the previous studies. Palm is grown as an oil plant in Far East Asian countries. In Turkey there are quite a lot, 

especially the palm populations in parks and gardens in the Mediterranean region. With the pruning of palm trees, thousands of 

tons of waste are generated each year. The evaluation of these wastes as an energy source through gasification will make 

important contributions to the economy and the environment. 

 

This article is derived from the master thesis which prepared by Demirtas (2019), "Gasification of  Palm Tree Pruning 

Waste (in Turkish) ". 

Abbreviations and Symbols  
 

𝐴𝐹𝑅  Air flow rate (Nm3/h) 

𝐶𝑝  The specific heat at constant pressure of the syngas (kJ kmol/K) 

�̇�𝑥𝑏𝑖𝑜𝑚𝑎𝑠𝑠   The exergy flow of the biomass (kW)  

�̇�𝑥𝑠𝑦𝑛𝑔𝑎𝑠   The exergy flow of the syngas (kW) 

�̇�𝑥𝑐ℎ  The chemical exergy flow of the syngas (kW) 

�̇�𝑥𝑝ℎ  The physical exergy flow of the syngas (kW) 

𝑒𝑥𝑐ℎ   The standard chemical exergy of gas components (kJ/kmol)  

𝑒𝑥𝑝ℎ  The specific physical exergy of gas components (kJ/kmol)  

𝐺𝐹𝑅  Syngas flow rate (Nm3/h) 

ℎ, ℎ0  The specific enthalpy at the current and dead state of syngas components (kJ/kmol) 

𝐼𝑟   The irreversibility of the gasification system (kW) 

𝐿𝐻𝑉𝐵𝑖𝑜𝑚𝑎𝑠𝑠  The low heating value of the biomass (kJ/kg) 

𝐿𝐻𝑉𝑡𝑎𝑟   The low heating value of the tar (kJ/kg) 

𝐿𝐻𝑉𝑠𝑦𝑛𝑔𝑎𝑠  The low heating value of the syngas (kJ/Nm3) 

�̇�𝐵𝑖𝑜𝑚𝑎𝑠𝑠  The mass flow rate of the biomass (kg/s) 

�̇�𝑡𝑎𝑟  The mass flow rate of the tar (kg/s) 

�̇�𝑠𝑦𝑛𝑔𝑎𝑠   The mass flow rate of the syngas (kmol/s in Equation 3 and Equation 11, Nm3/s in Equation 4) 

𝑁𝑠𝑦𝑛𝑔𝑎𝑠   Volumetric ratio of nitrogen in the syngas (%) 

𝑁𝑎𝑖𝑟   Volumetric ratio of nitrogen in the air (%) 

�̇�𝑠𝑦𝑛𝑔𝑎𝑠   The total energy flow of the syngas (kW) 

�̇�𝑝ℎ  The physical energy flow of the syngas (kW) 

�̇�𝑐ℎ,𝑠𝑦𝑛𝑔𝑎𝑠   The chemical energy flow of the syngas (kW) 

�̇�𝑐ℎ,𝑏𝑖𝑜𝑚𝑎𝑠𝑠  The chemical energy flow of the biomass (kW) 

�̇�𝑐ℎ,𝑡𝑎𝑟  The chemical energy flow of the tar (kW) 

�̇�𝑐ℎ,𝑠𝑦𝑛𝑔𝑎𝑠   The chemical energy flow of the syngas (kW) 

�̇�𝑒𝑙𝑒𝑐𝑡𝑟𝑖𝑐𝑖𝑡𝑦  The electrical input to gasification system (kW) 

𝑠, 𝑠0  The specific entropy at the current and dead state of syngas components (kJ/kmol K) 

𝑇0  The temperature at dead state (298.15 K) 

𝑇  The syngas outlet temperature (K) 

𝑦𝑖   The molar fraction of each gas composition (𝑖) in the syngas. 

𝑥𝐶𝑂,𝑥𝐶𝐻4
, 𝑥𝐻2

       Molar fractions of gas components in syngas, respectively 

  The quality coefficient of the biomass 

ℎ  The specific enthalpy change of the syngas (kJ/kmol) 


𝐸𝑛

  The energy efficiency of the gasification system 


𝐸𝑥

  The exergy efficiency of the gasification system 

 

References 
 

Beno W W, Edwin M & Joseph Sekhar S (2020). Energy and exergy evaluation of rice processing mills working with biomass gasifier in 

parboiling process. Fuel 259 (116255):1-10. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.fuel.2019.116255 

Chern S M, Walawender W P & Fan L T (1989). Mass and energy balance analyses of a downdraft gasifier. Biomass 18: 127-151. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/0144-4565(89)90089-9 

Cohce M K, Dincer I & Rosen M A (2011). Energy and exergy analyses of a biomass-based hydrogen production system. Bioresource 

Technology 102: 8466-8474. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.biortech.2011.06.020 



Kayişoğlu & Demirtaş - Journal of Agricultural Sciences (Tarım Bilimleri Dergisi), 2023, 29(1):122-129 

129 

 

Dalmis İ S, Kayişoğlu B, Tuğ S, Aktaş T, Durgut M R & Taşçi Durgut F (2018). A prototype downdraft gasifier design with mechanical 

stirrer for rice straw gasification and comparative performance evaluation for two different airflow paths. Journal of Agricultural 

Sciences 24: 329-339. https://doi.org/10.15832/ankutbd.456649 

Demirtaş G (2019). Gasification of  Palm Tree Pruning Waste (in Turkish). Master Thesis (unpublished), Tekirdağ Namık Kemal University, 

Institute of Natural and Aplied Science, Tekirdağ 

Diken B & Kayişoǧlu B (2020). A research on the determination of the gasification performance of grass pellets. Journal of Tekirdag 

Agricultural Faculty 17: 24-36. https://doi.org/10.33462/jotaf.538347 

Gu H, Tang Y, Yao J & Chen F (2019). Study on biomass gasification under various operating conditions. Journal of the Energy Institute 92: 

1329-1336. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.joei.2018.10.002 

Gunarathne D, Jatunarachchi S S, Senanayake N S & Wei B (2013). The Effect of Throat Diameter on the Performance a Downdraft 

Biomass Gasifier. International Journal of Energy Engineering 3: 171-175. https://doi.org/10.5923/j.ijee.20130303.07 

Hao X H, Guo L J, Mao X, Zhang X M & Chen X J (2003). Hydrogen production from glucose used as a model compound of biomass 

gasified in supercritical water. International Journal of Hydrogen Energy 28: 55-64. https://doi.org/10.1016/S0360-3199(02)00056-3 

Hazir A & Buyukozturk H D (2013). Phoenix spp. and other ornamental palms in Turkey: The threat from red palm weevil and red palm 

scale insects. Emir. J. Food Agric 25(11): 843-853 

Hosseini M, Dincer I & Rosen M A (2012). Steam and air fed biomass gasification: Comparisons based on energy and exergy. International 

Journal of Hydrogen Energy 37(21):16446-16452. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijhydene.2012.02.115 

Iribarren D, Susmozas A, Petrakopoulou F & Dufour J (2014). Environmental and exergetic evaluation of hydrogen production via 

lignocellulosic biomass gasification. Journal of Cleaner Production 69: 165–175. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jclepro.2014.01.068 

Karamarkovic R & Karamarkovic V (2010). Energy and exergy analysis of biomass gasification at different temperatures. Energy 35: 537-

549. https://doi.org/10.2298/TSCI110708011K 

Laurence L C & Ashenafi D (2012). Syngas treatment unit for small scale gasification - Application to IC engine gas quality requirement. 

Journal of Applied Fluid Mechanics 5: 95-103 

Manatura K, Lu J H, Wu K T & Hsu H T (2017). Exergy analysis on torrefied rice husk pellet in fluidized bed gasification. Applied Thermal 

Engineering 111: 1016–1024. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.applthermaleng.2016.09.135 

Monir M U, Abd Aziz A, Kristanti R A & Yousuf A (2018). Gasification of lignocellulosic biomass to produce syngas in a 50 kW downdraft 

reactor. Biomass and Bioenergy 119: 335-345. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.biombioe.2018.10.006 

Pellegrini L F & Oliveira S (2007). Exergy analysis of sugarcane bagasse gasification. Energy 32: 314-327. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.energy.2006.07.028 

Ptasinski K J, Prins M J & Pierik A (2007). Exergetic evaluation of biomass gasification. Energy 32: 568-574. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.energy.2006.06.024 

Rao M S, Singh S P, Sodha M S, Dubey A K & Shyam M (2004). Stoichiometric, mass, energy and exergy balance analysis of countercurrent fixed-

bed gasification of post-consumer residues. Biomass and Bioenergy 27: 155-171. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.biombioe.2003.11.003 

Rupesh S, Muraleedharan C & Arun P (2020). Energy and exergy analysis of syngas production from different biomasses through air-steam 

gasification. Frontiers in Energy 14(3): 607-619. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11708-016-0439-1 

Saidur R, Boroumandjazi G, Mekhilef S & Mohammed HA (2012). A review on exergy analysis of biomass based fuels. Renewable and 

Sustainable Energy Reviews 16: 1217-1222. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.rser.2011.07.076. 

Samadi S H, Ghobadian B & Nosrati M (2020). Prediction and estimation of biomass energy from agricultural residues using air gasification 

technology in Iran. Renewable Energy 149: 1077-1091. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.renene.2019.10.109 

Simone M, Barontini F, Nicolella C & Tognotti L (2012). Gasification of pelletized biomass in a pilot scale downdraft gasifier. Bioresource 

Technology 116: 403-412. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.biortech.2012.03.119 

Sreejith C C, Muraleedharan C & Arun P (2013). Energy and exergy analysis of steam gasification of biomass materials: A comparative 

study. International Journal of Ambient Energy 34: 35-52. https://doi.org/10.1080/01430750.2012.711085 

Tang Y, Dong J, Chi Y, Zhou Z & Ni M (2016). Energy and Exergy Analyses of Fluidized-Bed Municipal Solid Waste Air Gasification. 

Energy and Fuels 30: 7629-7637. https://doi.org/10.1021/acs.energyfuels.6b01418 

Wang A, Zhang X & Huang M (2013). Exergy analysis of biomass gasification process. In: ICMREE 2013 - Proceedings: 2013 International 

Conference on Materials for Renewable Energy and Environment 1: 211-214. https://doi.org/10.1109/ICMREE.2013.6893650 

Wu Y, Yang W & Blasiak W (2014). Energy and exergy analysis of high temperature agent gasification of biomass. Energies 7: 2107-2122. 

https://doi.org/10.3390/en7042107 

Yilmaz H, Topakcı M, Varol M, Karayel D & Çanakçı M (2021). Effect of Torrefaction Conditions on Physical and Thermal Properties of 

High and Low Quality Palm Pruning Residue Pellets. BioEnergy Research. https://doi.org/10.1007/s12155-021-10339-4 

Zhang Y, Ghaly A E & Li B (2013). Determination of the exergy of four wheat straws. American Journal of Biochemistry and Biotechnology 

9: 338-347. https://doi.org/10.3844/ajbbsp.2013.338.347 

Zhang Y, Li B, Li H & Liu H (2010). Exergy analysis of biomass gasification with steam / air: A comparison study. In: Proceedings. 2010 

International Conference on Digital Manufacturing and Automation, ICDMA 2010, s. 678-681. 

https://doi.org/10.1109/ICDMA.2010.453. 

Zhang Y, Li B, Li H & Zhang B (2012). Exergy analysis of biomass utilization via steam gasification and partial oxidation. Thermochimica 

Acta 538: 21-28. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tca.2012.03.013 

Zhang Y, Xu P, Liang S, Liu B, Shuai Y & Li B (2018). Exergy analysis of hydrogen production from steam gasification of biomass: A 

review. International Journal of Hydrogen Energy 44: 14290-14302. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijhydene.2019.02.064 

Zhang X, Li H, Liu L, Bai C, Wang S, Zeng J, Liu X & Li N, Zhang G (2018). Thermodynamic and economic analysis of biomass partial 

gasification process. Applied Thermal Engineering 129: 410-420. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.applthermaleng.2017.10.069 

 

 

 

© 2023 by the author(s). Published by Ankara University, Faculty of Agriculture, Ankara, Turkey. This is an 
Open Access article distributed under the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution (CC 
BY) license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/), which permits unrestricted use, distribution, 
and reproduction in any medium, provided the original work is properly cited. 

 

https://doi.org/10.15832/ankutbd.456649
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.biombioe.2003.11.003
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

